Transform Scotland Member’s Session
6" November
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THORNTON-LEVEN LINE : HISTORY

a. Line opened 5t Aug 1854 (161 yrs ago)

b. .. closed 4 Oct 1969 (46 yrs ago) despite local
Beeching and local campaign

c. Freight service to Methil Power Station (until
2001), & resumed to Earlseat (1 mile) in 2011

d. 1991/2 Campaign fails; 2008 campaign STAG
Report (BCR-1.5) Scot Parl debate, Council £2m

e. Not included in 2008 Strategic Transport
Project Review — “local, not national benefits”

- e. 2014 Campaign relaunched
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LEVENMOUTH RAILWAYS - PAST DAYS




Leven Station, 1950, 605 = The
— original station site built R i
over with housing in 1990’s <



Last train — Thornton to Leven Station
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Methil East ca 1985



CURRENT SITUATION

*»* Trackbed, bridges are fully intact, in Network
Rail ownership - only ‘'mothballed’

** The first mile reopened in 2012 to carry coal
from Earlseat = the junction is now working

¢ Considered a priority in Fife Council plans

¢ STAG report 2 on 9t November

—



Trains on the
Leven line in




THE CAMPAIGN (relaunched March 14)

— RECONNECT LEVENMOUTH TO THE REST OF SCOTLAND
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THE FIFE COAST

Kirkcaldy SEE BRITAIN BY TRAIN
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FREIGHT POTENTIAL

ENERGY PARK
FIFE SCOTLAND




DEPRIVATION & REGENERATION
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"REGENERATION’ PRIORITIES

St Andrews & East Fife

To Tay Road Local Plan

Bridge To Dundee &

Aberdeen

* Kennoway
Leslie : t
Markinch <

lenrow 1

= windygates iy
Methil &
Methihill

Kinglassie

Thornton Buckhaven

Bowhill Coaliown of

- Cluny

Kirkcaldy Strategic Land Allocation

=il Regeneration Priorities
Limited Growth Area
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CROSS BOUNDARY Rail services to Leven would
PUBLIC TRANSPORT increase available job vacancies by
S&E SCOTLAND REGION 500% - DeputyLeaa’er Les/eyLa/ra’
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TRAIN TINES
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CAMPAIGN ACTION

Reinstate the

Thornton - Leven
rail link now!

Join the campaign to reconnect
our community - the largest
urban area in Scotland
unserved by direct rail services

: www.Ilmrc-action.org.uk
- gal Tel: 01592 713078 or 715021
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| Lobbymg consultancy ongoing seeking
commitments in party manifestoes for
Holyrood elections 2016

| POLITICAL SUPPORT SUPPORT



BAILLINE FORRAIL

CAMPAIGN

= nfirms link cash
Campaigners ‘left outlh

feasibility study
. GO Public urged to hel ,l%[bﬂ,ff

\Leven link back on track =

Friday, 11th Septembes Leven - 28

e hopes But he added: “If, as we

dy hope,itisanopendoor,then

ewillverymuchbe pushing
ath thi

gyrance MSP was
eeting, and add-
eased to see this
i moving forward
ering momentum
enthusiasmgenerat-
egroupintheirdeter-
on to take it forward.” . B
spokesman for LMRC = o -
fi: “We are encouraged 3 R0 = v e

ndsaid heth®
N averystrong case

QERS have issucd @
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VER the past 30 years,
-otland has been
the trailblazer for re-
opening railways in
response to growing gridlock

service, says David Spaven

er says pa
to reo e

Next stop must be Fife as we continue to

‘Neglected corner’ needs a better

on the British road network.
Scores of new stations have been
created on the existing network
north of the Border, and new
lines now link communities
which lost their services in the
1950s and 1960s inburgh to
Bathgate, Hamilton to Larkhall,
Stirling to Alloa, Bathgate to
Airdrie and several suburban
routes in Glasgow.
Passenger traffic ha
the key driver — and al
re-openings have pros
more successful
cast — b
i2-Alloa scheme|
unlocked major freight benel
with an extension eastwards

this will be little comfort to
some very substantial Scottish
towns which are still entirely
dependent on road transport —
Forth Bridge. Fraserburgh, Hawick, Peterhead

While monumental sums and St Andrews to name just a
are to be thrown at new roads few.
in the coming years - £3 billion Perhaps the most pressing

inly the most

e -~ is the six-mile
line from Thornton to
outh in Fife. Together,
tiguous communities
haven, Leven and

to allow coal trains to reach
Longannet power station more
directly, freeing up capacity for
passenger trains on the busy

gandsidingswould Mt
th stations which meeti
and Cameron  fo tal

B iscoud  agend
Q) i 5T

raillway 1n prospect s a short
link to Glasgow airport, and

more than 24,000 -
the largest conurbation in

Scotland with no rail service.
Leven lost its passenger trains in
1969 in a “post-Beeching” rash
in Fife. However,
well-integrated bus-
rail operation now serving St
Andrews at Leuchars station,
Levenmouth remains remote
from active rail connections,
and suffers low level car
ownership and continuing
unemployment problems.

And yet, the prospects for
passenger and freight trains
should be good - the first
mile of the branch line was re-
opened for open-cast coal traffic
18 months ago, and the rest of
the rail corridor (previously
serving Methil Docks and the
ts giant Diageo at Cameron
Bridge) remains entirely in the
ownership of Network Rail,
with most of the track in place.

- We're ready to |
., roll on rail Issue

(continued from Page 1)

can speak to them in away
that we might not have been
ableto.

I
l

sion-making know what we ¥
aredoing”

The appointment of Trans-
form Scotland - the national

its message wide to give the
best possible chance of the
Levenmouth rail link appear-
ing on Transport Scotland’s
priority st for 201.

Mr Clark

rt-comes ahead of an open
meeting with James Ledger-
wood, head of economic de-
velopment at new ScotRail

He will be speaking at the
one of the reasons the cam- ~ group’smonthly meetingnext
paign failed in 2008 was be-  Wednesday t Fife Renewa-
cause, despite support from  bles Innovation Centre.

isal, Transport Scot “We're very happy he is

mare and

“Its important that all the  more people know what we
bodies involved in the deci- are tryingtoachieve.”

effort to reach and influ-
E the key decision-makers
L likelyto have the final say
% onreinstating the Leven rail
link, LMRC this week signed
acontract commissioninga
lobbying consultancy with
Transform Scotland, a na-

e

110t POSSESS 1SelT. 1k snrs

| Leven rail campaign failed
when Transport Scotlandss

" | edthelinereopening wasof
“local rather than national s

| nificance’, despite the posit
Caseasassessed by indeper
ent experts. Onekey aim fr
this consultancyls to have'
{ine's reisntatement incory
ratedin the manifestoesof
| ‘ali main polticial parties fo
theSecottish Parliament el
tions scheduled for May 2




A Leven rail link

Ny 2
would cost '/e

£70m - peanuts | TRANSPORT & 2
to Network rail SCOTL AND No. of rallway stations in Levenmouth 0

NORING
VENMOUTH

No. of pandas in Scotland =2

Most journeys
had a destination
within Scotland,
with London and

the North of
England the next
most common

NO

86.3 million ¥

Scotrail passenger journeys in 2013/14 i : »:
13% increase since 2008/09

- FIRST, LEVENMOUTH NEEDS A
: RAILWAY, ANY KIND OF RAILWAY &
— ..then we can consider ownership
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351 stations in Scotland ; the peOple S rallway ”/ l_ I KE L EVENMO UTH

Scottish trains reaching all of the UK - EXCEPT LEVENMOUTH 7 v h Getails of s frt policy:  pary

> aftera LL >
nd U-tu -
YN




REVERSING THE BEECHING LEGACY:
A WINNING FORMULA FOR LEVENMOUTH

PAUL TETLAW | Board Member, Transform Scotland
12 November 2014

Nl

transform

scotland




Levenmouth STAG Update

18/08/2015
Reference number 103405

Campaigners ‘left out’
of feasibility study

R A “ . I recent cross-party group in Holyrood
WAY' group \ conveyed back the strong message from
| acivil servant... stressing it was vital the

| completed Stag was submitted to

feels frozen out of

council process | This { Transport Scotland in October.”
= | Calling forimmediate clarification, he
over Levenmouth i exaus‘on | added: “It seems that October may be

| the final date for consideration, so we
| fuels

trust every possible effort is made to
{ z ensure thisis met.”
 continuing

; ' speculation

He continued: “Despite hopes that

LMRC, and thus the Levenmouth
CLAIRE WARRENDER { mat Fife
Campaigners calling for the reopening | councﬂ

campaign

community, would be considered a
partner in the exercise we seem to have
deliberately been excluded.

“This exclusion fuels continuing

of aFife railway line fear they have been

deliberately excluded from a feasibility ’ remalns P
ambivalent
aboutthe

study.

The claim by Allen Armstrong,
secretary of Levenmouth Rail
Campaign (LMRC), has been denied by I

speculation that Fife Council remains
ambivalent about the priority it accords
| the Leven rail link.”
Fife Council said it would receive the
| Stag from the consultant on October 23
and it would be presented to the
| executive committee on November 17.

Fife Council amid criticism overa lack of | pnonty lt

urgency in completing an ODUODS ! The authority added they had been

Dr Armstrong’s concerns were |
revealed as it emerged a key reporton | Leven ml
the viability of reinstating the Leven to | hn.k.
Thornton line will not be presented to |
councillors until November 17.

deadline for submitting the outcome of
the Stag to Transport Scotland.

Depute council leader Lesley Laird,
who met members of LMRC recently,
said the group had been a key consultee

| ALLEN ARMSTRONG

s SYSTrA

appraisal. CCOfds the i given confirmation there is no specific
!
'\
‘t

The strategic transport appraisal |
(Stag) was initially earmarked for ’
submission this month,

In a letter to council leader David
Ross, Dr Armstrong said serious
concerns had been raised at an LMRC
action committee regarding the |
compleuon of the appraisal. |

“We understand that delays in |
submission were a factor explaining why
the previous bid in 2008 was |
unsuccessful and are now fearful the |
current timetable is already far behind |
what was promised,” he said. x

“An LMRC member attending a |

| throughout the process.
| “Their input is very much welcomed
| by Fife Council,” she said.

“Our door is always open to LMRC.

“I have already contacted the group,

| and once they get in touch we can
| arrange an early meeting to discuss their
concerns.”

Council leader David Ross said he
| would respond to Dr Armstrong’s letter
| directly and added: “We see L even-
{ mouth Rail Campaign as akey partnerin

| thisjoint campaign and I'd be more than
‘ | happyto talk over anyissues with them.”
cwarrender@thecourier.co.uk



© STAG Report and follow-up ->Fife Council Exec
Committee

Local/regional
© Drumbeat of activities — meetings, talks,
© Media, social media and online eg info-mmercial?
National
© Political campaign
© Networks
....... pestering

- ......... direct action



SOME CHALLENGES

© Recognition: 'Levenmouth’ not widely used — a fragmented
urban concentration of 7 contiguous communities punching
way below its weight. Marginalised by larger Fife towns, and
new city-regions = sense of isolation

© Generally deprived, disempowered community hence weaker
social capital = limited activism, weaker voice/influence

© No significant ‘champion’ this time around (political, business)
— hence the community campaign

© General political support........... but some rivalries

© Council very supportive... although Transportation not very
customer -friendly. Question marks around priorities/wishlist
and competing transport projects for Fife.

Competing transport projects nationally.

+ stamina & endurance, maintaining
interest, future direction?



