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WHO’S IN THE DRIVING SEAT? 
Scots, Pitlochry, 4 May 2018
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• Scotland’s sustainable transport alliance, with around 60 
member organisations from private, public and third sectors.
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“Railways must at 
least compete with 

roads” 

First Minister  
Alex Salmond in 2008
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“Network Rail will cut journey times 
[from Edinburgh to Inverness] to two 

hours 45 minutes – 35 minutes 
less than at present. … the timescale 

for implementation is 2011-2012” 

First Minister  
Alex Salmond in 2008
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Ten years on…
• Two-thirds of the 118-mile Highland Main Line remains 

single-track (with nine crossing loops). 

• The parallel A9 is entirely dual-lane or dual-carriageway.

• £3 billion is committed to dualling the entirety of the A9 by 
2025.

• An average of just four minutes’ time saving has been 
achieved on the Highland Main Line in the past decade — 
not the 35 minute reduction promised a decade ago.

• Hourly passenger trains and an average journey time 
saving of 10 minutes are promised — but with no additional 
track it’s highly likely we’ll see more delays and 
cancellations as more trains are squeezed onto the single 
track railway.



Construction of the dualling at Crubenmore. From Transport Scotland ‘A9 Dualling: engaging with communities’, June 2013

A missed opportunity not to tackle 
HML capacity at same time as A9.
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Government has the correct policies in place

“We want to make rail travel between cities quicker 
than by car, and to complete the electrification of the 
railway lines between the cities.” 

Scotland’s Third National Planning Framework,  
Scottish Government (2014)



New trains very welcome…



…but infrastructure north of the 
Central Belt remains inadequate.
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Edinburgh Waverley to Perth rail mileages

• via Stirling: 69 miles

• via Ladybank: 57 miles

• via Glenfarg: 48 miles



Reinstatement of 
direct route to 

Perth



Make Perth Station the hub of the inter-city network: 
A magnificent station — but horribly under-utilised

http://www.flickr.com/photos/26314424@N08/5072353577

http://www.flickr.com/photos/26314424@N08/5072353577


OUR PRIORITIES FOR INVESTMENT
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2015-2020: 
✓ Take the long-neglected single-track rail line from 

Aberdeen to Inverness into the 21st century, with 
more double track to increase capacity, improve 
speeds and enhance reliability 

✓ To bridge the gap before network electrification, 
introduce fast tilting diesel trains between Edinburgh 
/ Glasgow and Inverness – and also to Aberdeen 

✔

✔



2020-2025: 
✓ Extend planned electrification from Dunblane to Perth, 

in conjunction with doubling and electrifying the largely 
single-track Perth-Inverness railway –  transforming its 
capacity and capability for both passenger and freight 
traffic 

✓ Reduce journey times from Glasgow and Stirling to 
Aberdeen through electrification and by upgrading the 
existing route through Perth and from Montrose to Usan 

✓ Reduce journey times from Edinburgh to Aberdeen 
through electrification 

✓ Create a new Inter City rail hub at Perth station – the 
catalyst for transport connectivity and urban 
regeneration. 



2025-2030: 
✓ Build and electrify a new direct rail link from Edinburgh 

to Perth, slashing up to 35 minutes off journey times 
from Edinburgh to Perth and Inverness 

✓ Further reduce journey times from Edinburgh to 
Aberdeen by routing Edinburgh trains via this new fast 
link. 



SUPPORT FROM AROUND 
SCOTLAND
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