
Tr an spo r t i s now Sco t l and ’ s l a r ge s t sou r c e o f em i s s i on s , and one whe r e
the r e ha s been a lmos t no p rog r e s s s i n c e 1990 . Wh i l e o t h e r s e c t o r s o f t h e
e conomy ha v e made p rog r e s s , t h e r e h a s b e en a s i g n a l f a i l u r e t o
dec a r bon i s e t h e S co t t i s h t r a n s po r t s e c t o r .

Desp i t e t he g l oba l c l ima t e eme rgency , t h e Sco t t i s h Gove rnmen t ’ s
cu r r en t C l ima t e Change P l an r ema in s deep l y i n adequa t e .

T h e P l a n t a k e s a n a r r ow focu s on v eh i c l e t e chno l og y , i g no r i n g t h e g r e a t e r
s o c i a l a nd econom i c bene f i t s t h a t wou l d r e s u l t f r om a fo cu s on wa l k i n g ,
c y c l i n g and pub l i c t r a n s po r t . N ew ca r s a l e s may be g r e a t f o r t h e
e conom i e s o f Ge rman y , J a p an and t h e USA , b u t t h e r e i s z e r o c a r
p r oduc t i o n i n S co t l a nd . B e t t e r e conom i c po l i c i e s wou l d be p romo t i n g
S co t t i s h i n du s t r i a l c a p a c i t y i n bu s and t r a i n manu f a c t u r i n g , s u ppo r t i n g
s h i p bu i l d i n g , a nd t a k i n g ad v an t a g e o f t h e he a l t h e conom i c bene f i t s
p r o v i d ed b y wa l k i n g and c y c l i n g .

T h e wa s t e h i e r a r c h y ( ‘ R e duce , R eu s e , R e c y c l e ’ ) g i v e s c l e a r p r i o r i t i e s . We
need t o imp l emen t ‘A vo i d , S h i f t , Imp ro v e ’ i n t r a n s po r t : D emand
managemen t ; t h en moda l s h i f t ; t h e n e f f i c i e n c y imp ro v emen t s .

B y on l y f o cu s s i n g on v eh i c l e e f f i c i e n c y , t h e cu r r e n t C l ima t e C l ima t e P l a n
i s no t f i t f o r p u r po s e i n d e l i v e r i n g deep em i s s i o n r e duc t i o n s i n t r a n s po r t .

To t a c k l e c l ima t e ch ange , we need u r g en t go v e r nmen t a c t i o n t o :

• F o cu s on t r a f f i c demand r educ t i on ;

• A ch i e v e a moda l sh i f t away f r om pr i v a t e c a r u s e ;

• Reve r s e the dec l i n e i n bu s pa t r onage ;

• A ch i e v e t h e c y c l i ng t a rge t f o r 10% o f j ou rney s to be by b i ke by 2020 ;

• Reve r s e the p r e s en t po l i c i e s t o expand av i a t i on , S c o t l a nd ’ s f a s t e s t
g r ow i ng em i s s i o n s s ou r c e .
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Sco t l and ’ s t r an spo r t s e c to r p rov i d e s amp l e
oppo r tun i t i e s f o r g r e a t e r amb i t i on i n cu t t i ng
em i s s i on s . T h i s wou l d a l s o de l i v e r b ene f i t s f o r

p ub l i c h e a l t h , e qu a l i t i e s , c onge s t i o n , a nd
s uppo r t i n g t h e S co t t i s h e conomy .

Walk i ng and cyc l i ng a r e the mos t su s t a i n ab l e mode s o f
t r an spo r t . Howeve r , much g r e a t e r amb i t i o n i s n e eded i f
t h e Cyc l i n g Ac t i o n P l a n t a r g e t o f 1 0% by b i k e i s go i n g t o
be me t . We wan t s eg r ega t ed cyc l e p rov i s i on on a l l
p r ima r y rou t e s i n to towns and c i t i e s . B y 2020 , e a ch o f
S co t l a nd ’ s s e v en c i t i e s s hou l d h a v e i n p l a c e a t l e a s t one
h i g h -qu a l i t y , s e g r e g a t e d rou t e on a ke y commu t e r r o ad ;
b y 2030 , a l l ma i n r o ad s s hou l d b e p ro v i d ed w i t h c y c l e
f a c i l i t i e s ma t ch i n g t h e be s t i n Eu rope .

T h e r e i s i n a d equ a t e amb i t i o n f o r c l e an , g r e en bu se s .
T h e C l ima t e P l a n comm i t s t o 50% o f S co t t i s h bu s e s t o be
l ow-em i s s i o n b y 2032 . Bu t g l o b a l l y , 4 7% o f t h e wo r l d ’ s
b u s e s a r e p ro j e c t e d t o be e l e c t r i c b y 2025 . S co t l a nd h a s
g l o b a l l y - impo r t a n t b u s ope r a t o r s i n F i r s t a nd S t a g e coach
and a wo r l d l e a d e r i n t h e manu f a c t u r i n g o f l ow-c a r bon
bu s e s i n Fa l k i r k ’ s ADL . S o why do c l e a n , g r e en bu s e s g e t
s o l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i n t h e C l ima t e P l a n ?

The e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n o f E d i n bu r gh -G l a s gow l i n e i s
we l come , bu t t h e r e h a s b e en no p rog r e s s on rou t e s t o
Abe r d e en & I n v e r n e s s . T h i s wa s a Gove r nmen t
comm i tmen t i n t h e 2008 ‘ S t r a t e g i c Tr a n s po r t P r o j e c t s
R e v i ew ’ , b u t t h e r e h a s b e en ze ro p rog r e s s i n t h e dec ade
s i n c e . Low-ca rbon r a i l s hou l d no t on l y b e f o r i n t e r - c i t y
j o u r n e y s : S co t l a nd wa s p i onee r o f b a t t e r y - powe r ed
t r a i n s on r u r a l l i n e s 60 y e a r s a go , a nd cou l d b e ag a i n .

We ha v e a l r e a d y po s i t i v e move s on l ow-ca rbon f e r r i e s .
C a lMac F e r r i e s a r e ope r a t i n g d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c h y b r i d s , a nd
s uppo r t i n g s h i p bu i l d i n g on t h e C l y d e i n do i n g so . T h e r e
i s a n e ed f o r i n v e s tmen t i n t h e f e r r y f l e e t – and t h e
S co t t i s h Gove r nmen t s hou l d en s u r e t h a t a l l n ew f e r r i e s
a r e l ow-em i s s i o n .


