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• Scotland’s sustainable transport alliance, with around 60 
member organisations from private, public and third sectors  
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 TRANSPORT TRENDS: 
STILL GOING IN THE WRONG 

DIRECTION 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGMTHE CAR REMAINS THE DOMINANT MODE OF TRANSPORT
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGMCAR OCCUPANCY IS WORSENING
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGMPRICE TRENDS MOVING AGAINST PUBLIC TRANSPORT
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGMCAR USE NOT COVERING EXTERNAL COSTS
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGMTRANSPORT A MAJOR PROBLEM FOR CLIMATE POLICY
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Other sectors decarbonising

Transport: only 2% reduction since 1990; now 28% of all emissions 
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TRANSPORT IS ALSO AN EQUALITIES ISSUE

Bicycle Walk Rail Bus Others Car

Usual mode of travel to work by annual net household income

Lower income groups are more dependent on sustainable transport

up to £10,000 p. a.  
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over £40,000
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TRANSPORT IS ALSO AN EQUALITIES ISSUE

Younger people are more dependent on sustainable transport

Usual mode of travel to work by age group
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TRANSPORT IS ALSO AN EQUALITIES ISSUE

Women are more dependent on sustainable transport

Usual mode of travel to work by gender
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGMGOVERNMENT IS MAKING NO PROGRESS AGAINST ITS OWN TARGETS
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1. National Transport Strategy Review 

2. SG Transport Bill (bus services, road 
works, pavement parking, smart 
ticketing) 

3. Strategic Transport Projects Review 2 

4. City Deals
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 TACKLING CONGESTION:  
SOME OPTIONS FOR DEMAND 

MANAGEMENT 
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Road pricing 

• Founded in the Polluter Pays 
Principle 

• Revenue-raising 

• Successful in London 

• Available under current 
Scottish legislation 

• However, Scottish Ministers 
currently not in favour of road 
pricing
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Workplace Parking 
Levy 

• Revenue-raising 

• Revenue raised in 
Nottingham scheme invested 
in bus, tram & rail 

• Not currently available under 
existing Scottish legislation — 
but now in the Transport Bill 
currently passing through 
Parliament 

• Edinburgh & Glasgow both 
interested
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And how do we make better use of existing road space? 

• Are existing parking policies designed to discourage unnecessary car 
journeys into the centre? And are they properly enforced? 

• Are there effective policies for controlling when deliveries are being made, 
including by ‘white van man’? 

• Could there be further development of Park + Ride sites? 

• How about introducing priority for buses and coaches on the urban 
motorways (M8, M77, M80), whether hard shoulder or outside lane 
running? 

• With the city centre ringed by motorways – and where a specific intention 
of these was to reduce car volumes in the city centre – why is so much of 
the city centre still given over to single occupant cars? Shouldn’t people, 
not vehicles, have priority?
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2015-2020: 
✓ Take the long-neglected single-track rail line from 

Aberdeen to Inverness into the 21st century, with 
more double track to increase capacity, improve 
speeds and enhance reliability 

✓ To bridge the gap before network electrification, 
introduce fast tilting diesel trains between Edinburgh 
/ Glasgow and Inverness – and also to Aberdeen 

✔

✔



2020-2025: 
✓ Extend planned electrification from Dunblane to Perth, 

in conjunction with doubling and electrifying the largely 
single-track Perth-Inverness railway –  transforming its 
capacity and capability for both passenger and freight 
traffic 

✓ Reduce journey times from Glasgow and Stirling to 
Aberdeen through electrification and by upgrading the 
existing route through Perth and from Montrose to Usan 

✓ Reduce journey times from Edinburgh to Aberdeen 
through electrification 

✓ Create a new Inter City rail hub at Perth station – the 
catalyst for transport connectivity and urban 
regeneration. 



2025-2030: 
✓ Build and electrify a new direct rail link from Edinburgh 

to Perth, slashing up to 35 minutes off journey times 
from Edinburgh to Perth and Inverness 

✓ Further reduce journey times from Edinburgh to 
Aberdeen by routing Edinburgh trains via this new fast 
link. 







Thank you

Web: transform.scot 
Tel: +44 (0)131 243 2690 
info@transformscotland.org.uk
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