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BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGM

ABOUT TRANSFORM SCOTLAND

• Scotland’s sustainable transport alliance, with around 60 
member organisations from private, public and third sectors.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGM

TRANSFORM SCOTLAND:  
A UNIQUELY ABERDONIAN 
SCOTTISH ORGANISATION?



BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGM

TRANSFORM SCOTLAND:  
A UNIQUELY ABERDONIAN 
SCOTTISH ORGANISATION?

Phil Matthews, Chair



BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGM

TRANSFORM SCOTLAND:  
A UNIQUELY ABERDONIAN 
SCOTTISH ORGANISATION?

Phil Matthews, Chair Colin Howden, Director



BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGM

TRANSFORM SCOTLAND:  
A UNIQUELY ABERDONIAN 
SCOTTISH ORGANISATION?

Phil Matthews, Chair Colin Howden, Director

Aberdeen Grammar



BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOLLOWING AGM

TRANSFORM SCOTLAND:  
A UNIQUELY ABERDONIAN 
SCOTTISH ORGANISATION?

Phil Matthews, Chair Colin Howden, Director

Aberdeen Grammar Harlaw Academy



TRANSPORT IS THE BIGGEST 
PROBLEM FOR CLIMATE CHANGE  



TRANSPORT IS THE BIGGEST 
PROBLEM FOR CLIMATE CHANGE  

0UIFS�
TFDUPST

5SBOTQPSU



While other sectors of the economy have made progress, there has been a 
signal failure to decarbonise the Scottish transport sector.

TRANSPORT IS THE BIGGEST 
PROBLEM FOR CLIMATE CHANGE  

0UIFS�
TFDUPST

5SBOTQPSU



While other sectors of the economy have made progress, there has been a 
signal failure to decarbonise the Scottish transport sector.

Transport is now Scotland’s largest source of emissions (37%), and one where 
there has been no progress since 1990 (up c. 1%).
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Source: SPICe (15/01/19) 'Scottish Government infrastructure investment' briefing.  
Available at https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2019/1/15/Scottish-Government-infrastructure-investment/SB%2019-02.pdf  



Don’t let people tell you that it’s unfortunate that emissions have gone up, or 
that it’s your personal responsibility: the Scottish Government has 
deliberately prioritised high-carbon spending.
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Yet current Government expenditure plans are due to move further in the 
direction of high-carbon spend. 

THE LACK OF PROGRESS IS A DIRECT 
RESULT OF GOVERNMENT POLICY 

Source: SPICe (15/01/19) 'Scottish Government infrastructure investment' briefing.  
Available at https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2019/1/15/Scottish-Government-infrastructure-investment/SB%2019-02.pdf  
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TO TACKLE EMISSIONS, WE NEED 
TO AVOID-SHIFT-IMPROVE

e.g. Home working           Modal shift                Decarbonisation
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WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT IN 
ABERDEEN?

• Aberdeen western bypass: c. £1,000 million

• And the promised lock-in measures have not been implemented.

Aberdeen’s recent transport capital expenditure has prioritised high-
carbon:

Aberdeen’s current transport capital expenditure continues to prioritise 
high-carbon:

• Berryden c. £25m

• South College Street c. £5m.
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WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT IN 
ABERDEEN?



https://www.reddit.com/r/Aberdeen/comments/cmx5x8/aberdeens_old_tram_routes/
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT INVESTMENT: 
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• Since 2000, 52 European cities have opened new light rail / tram 
systems.

• Of these, 23 of the cities have populations smaller than Aberdeen 
— so Aberdeen is almost midway in population terms in terms of 
recent tram developments.

• Four of the cities have less than half of Aberdeen’s population size 
(Aubagne, Avignon, Mestre, Valenciennes).

• So why has Aberdeen, the Oil Capital of Europe, fallen so badly 
behind in public transport investment?
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT INVESTMENT: 
IS IT BECAUSE OF THE OIL?

Photo: Juan Enrique Gilardi on Flickr (CC BY-SA 2.0).

Bergen (Norway), population 283,929: 

• New tram system opened in 2010



PUBLIC TRANSPORT INVESTMENT: 
NO, IT’S A RESULT OF DELIBERATE 
DECISIONS BY YOUR POLITICIANS

“The Earth is not dying, it is being killed,  
and those who are killing it have names 
and addresses.” 

(Attributed to Utah Phillips)



Contact details at: https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/mgCommitteeMailingList.aspx?ID=0 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT INVESTMENT: 
NO, IT’S A RESULT OF DELIBERATE 
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Total capital expenditure in each of the past five financial years, 
within the city area, on enhancements to bus infrastructure, 
including: 

(i) improvements to the bus passenger waiting environment (e.g. 
enhancements to bus stations & bus shelters, or provision of 
real-time information systems); 

(ii) additional bus priority measures (e.g. bus lanes, bus priority 
cameras);  

(iii)Park and Ride facilities;  

(iv)contributions towards the provision of low-carbon buses (e.g. 
hybrids, electric).

FOISA request submitted to ACC on 17/04/20; now overdue for answer:
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NO, IT’S A RESULT OF DELIBERATE 
DECISIONS BY YOUR POLITICIANS

Total capital expenditure in each of the past five years within the 
City of Aberdeen on provision of new infrastructure for walking 
and cycling (shared use and segregated) (not including Scottish 
Government funding). 

Total capital expenditure in each of the past five years within the 
City of Aberdeen on provision of new infrastructure exclusively for 
walking (not including Scottish Government funding). 

Total capital expenditure in each of the past five years within the 
City of Aberdeen on provision of new infrastructure exclusively for 
cycling (not including Scottish Government funding).

FOISA request submitted to ACC on 23/04/20; also overdue for answer:
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT INVESTMENT: 
NO, IT’S A RESULT OF DELIBERATE 
DECISIONS BY YOUR POLITICIANS

• In the context of the Climate Emergency, do they support 
additional road-building in Aberdeen?

• Will they now proactively campaign for major public transport 
investment within Aberdeen?

So here’s some questions you might now want to ask them:
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THE POLITICIANS HAVE LET THE 
GENIE OUT OF THE BOTTLE.

After decades of 
prevarication 
and obfuscation, 
the city’s 
politicians have 
shown that they 
can take action 
on transport to 
tackle one crisis.

Photo: Aberdeen Cycle Forum, 30/05/20.

If swift and 
decisive action 
can be taken to 
address the 
Corona Crisis 
then why also 
not the Climate 
Emergency?
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